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The applicant is hereby notified that the international search report has been established and is transmitted herewith. 
Filing of amendments and statement under Article 19: 

The applicant is entitled, if he so wishes, to amend the claims of the international application (see Rule 46): 

When? The time limit for filing such amendments is normally two months from the date of transmittal of the 



Where? Directly to the International Bureau of WIPO, 34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland, Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 

For more detailed instructions, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 

The applicant is hereby notified that no international search report will be established and that the declaration under 
Article 17(2) (a) to that effect is transmitted herewith. 

Q With regard to the protest against payment of (an) additional fee(s) under Rule 40.2, the applicant is notified that- 
the protest together with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau toeether with the 
applicant's request to forward the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated Offices 
□ nodecisionhas been made yet on the protest; the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 



Shortly after 18 months from the priority date, the international application will be published by the International Bureau. If the 
applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of withdrawal of the international application, or of the priority claim, must 
reach the International Bureau as provided in Rules 90 bis.l and 90 bis.3, respectively, before the completion of the technical 
preparations for international publication. 

Within 19 months from the priority date, but only in respect of some designated Offices, a demand for international preliminary 
examination must be filed if the applicant wishes to postpone the entry into the national phase until 30 months from the priority date 
(in some Offices even later); otherwise the applicant must, within 20 months from the priority date, perform the prescribed acts for 
entry into the national phase before those designated Offices. 

In respect of other designated Offices, the time limit of 30 months (or later) will apply even if no demand is filed within 19 months. 

See the Annex to Form PCT/IB/301 and, for details about the applicable time limits, Office by Office, see the PCT Applicant's Guide 
Volume II, National Chapters and the WIPO Internet site. 
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Applicant's or agent's file reference 
40655.6316 


FOR FURTHER 
ACTION 


see Notification of Transmittal of International Search Report 
(Form PCT/ISA/220) as well as, where applicable, item 5 


International application No. 
PCT/US02/16745 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
24 May 2002 (24.05.2002) 


(Earliest) Priority Date (day/month/year) 
29 May 2001 (29.05.2001) 



Applicant 

AMERICAN EXPRESS TRAVEL RELATED SERVICES CO., INC. 



This international search report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the 
applicant according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 

This international search report consists of a total of sheets. 

IX] It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



1. Basis of the Report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ 

the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
Authority (Rule 23. 1(b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
search was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
I 1 contained in the international application in written form. 
I I filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
I 1 furnished subsequendy to this Authority in written form. 

□ 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 

Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 
Unity of invention is lacking (See Box II). 
With regard to the title, 

[X] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

I I the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



□ 
□ 



With regard to the abstract, 

1 I the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

EX] the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box III. The applicant 
may, within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit cc 
Authority. 

The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. I 
1X1 as suggested by the applicant. | | 

| 1 because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 
1 I because this figure better characterizes the invention. 
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Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of Item 1 of first sheet) 

This international report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons: 

1. Q Claim Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



□ 



□ 

6.4(a). 



Claim Nos.: 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to 
such an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 



Claim Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 



Box II Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of Item 2 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 



As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all 
searchable claims. 

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite 
payment of any additional fee. 

As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search 
report covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos. : 



□ 

No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report 
is restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest Q The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's 

□ 

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 



FormPCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet(l)) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/US02/16745 



Box III TEXT OF THE ABSTRACT (Continuation of Item 5 of the first sheet) 



The technical features mentioned in the abstract do not include a reference sign between parentheses (PCT Rule 8. 1(d)). 

NEW ABSTRACT A system and method for providing a reloadable prepaid card account maintained by a foreign financial 
institution 114) is provided. The foreign financial institution is provided with a domestic payment network authorization code, 
such as the bank identification number approved by the American Banking Association. The BIN along with a prepaid account 
number is loaded onto a prepaid card corresponding to the prepaid account. A prepaid cardholder may present the prepaid card to 
a merchant system(124) for completion of a transaction request(122). The merchant system may be accessed domestically and 
may recognize the BIN as belonging to the foreign financial institution^ 14) authorized to transact business on the merchant's 
domestic payment network. The merchant may seek satisfaction of the transaction request by submitting the transaction request to 
the foreign financial institution for processing. The foreign financial institution may provide funds to the merchant system to 
satisfy the transaction request, and the provided funds may be converted to the currency of the country in which the merchant 
system is accessed by the prepaid cardholder. 
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IPC(7) : G 06 F 17/60 

US CL : 705/26,39 
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Citation of docu ment, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant pa^eT" 



> ..^ A w ^mpiaia , ui mc i cievani passages 

US 5,884,274) A (WALKER et al) 16 March 1999 (16.03. 1999), column 2, line 25 to 
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IK 5,893,907 A (UKUDA) 13 April 1999 (13.04. 1999), column 1, line 62 to column 17, 

US 4,968,873 A (DETHLOFF et al) 06 November 1990 (06 11 1990) 
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US 4,837,422 A (DETHLOFF et al) 06 June 1989 (06.06. 1989), column 8 line 55 to 
column 16, lme 36. 
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